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TABLE 2.—BERING SEA AND ALEUTIAN ISLANDS SUBAREAS AND WESTERN AND CENTRAL DISTRICTS OF THE GULF OF
ALASKA PACIFIC COD SEASONS AND TAC APPORTIONMENTS

Gear and area A season and apportion-
ment

B season and apportion-
ment

C season and apportion-
ment

Trawl in W/C GOA ........................................................... January 20–June 10 (60%) September 1–November 1
(40%).

Trawl in BSAI ................................................................... January 20–April 1 (60%) April 1–June 10 (20%) ...... June 10–November 1
(20%)

Hook-and-line, pot, and jig in W/C GOA, and pot > 60
ft. LOA in BSAI.

January 1–June 10 (60%) September 1–December
31 (40%).

Hook-and-line > 60 ft. and jig in BSAI ............................ January 1–June 10 (60%) June 10– December 31
(40%).

CDQ* pot, pot and hook-and-line < 60 ft in the BSAI ..... January 1–December 31

*Community Development Quota program. CDQ vessels fishing with non-pot gear are governed by the gear specific seasonal restrictions listed
in Table 2.

Unused Pacific cod allocations among
sectors and unused apportionments for
seasons in the BSAI and Western and
Central GOA may be redistributed,
considering bycatch and optimization of
catch by gear groups and sectors.

Moving 20 percent of the BSAI Pacific
cod TAC from the first season to the
second season provides greater
dispersion of the harvest and limits
fishing in the most sensitive period for
Steller sea lions. Apportioning the BSAI
Pacific cod trawl TAC among three
seasons shifts 20 percent of the harvest
out of the June through October time
period compared to 2001
apportionments. Moving 20 percent of
the harvest from the second half of the
year enhances the opportunity for the
Pacific cod trawl fleet to harvest Pacific
cod when it is aggregated, optimizing
the potential to reach the annual harvest
limit. The apportionment during the
first half of the year is further divided
into 60 percent and 20 percent of the
annual TAC.

Apportioning Pacific cod between two
or among three seasons may affect the
ability of fishermen to fully utilize the
TAC for Pacific cod. In previous years,
a large portion of the Pacific cod TAC
was taken during the early part of the
calendar year. Pacific cod tends to
aggregate during the early part of the
calendar year when it is easier to locate
and catch. Also, as Pacific cod becomes
disaggregated, the increased fishing time
and effort to catch the same amount of
fish results in increases in bycatch,
which also can affect the success of
fully utilizing the TAC.

In the BSAI, the trawl allocations of
Pacific cod TAC are further allocated to
catcher vessels and catcher/processors.
The seasonal allocation for the Pacific
cod trawl catcher vessels is further split
to 70 percent in the A season, 10
percent in the B season, and 20 percent
in the C season. Pacific cod trawl
catcher/processors’ portion of the TAC
is allocated 50 percent in the A season,

30 percent in the B season, and 20
percent in the C season. Many of these
vessels participate in the AFA pollock
fishery, which has resulted in the
dispersion over time of not only pollock
but also Pacific cod harvests in the
BSAI. Rollovers between these sectors
will continue to be allowed under
§ 679.20(a)(7)(ii). Regulatory provisions
are added by this emergency interim
rule to allow the rollover of BSAI Pacific
cod trawl allocations between seasons.
Trawl allocations to catcher vessels and
catcher/processors may continue to be
moved between vessel types within a
season before reallocation to other gear
types to allow for full optimization of an
allocation by the trawl sector during a
season. These gear allocations will help
to further disperse the Pacific cod
fishery over time and lessen the
potential for depletion of prey.

In the GOA, bycatch of Pacific cod in
other groundfish fisheries during the
time period between the closure of the
A season and the opening of the B
season will be deducted from the B
season apportionment. This
recommendation by the Council is
intended to optimize the harvest of
Pacific cod when it is most vulnerable
to fishing gear while fully providing for
Pacific cod bycatch needs in other
groundfish fisheries.

Under this emergency interim rule,
Pacific cod harvest by trawl gear in the
Aleutian Islands critical habitat in areas
542 and 543, west of 178° W long. is
prohibited during the Atka mackerel
HLA directed fisheries. (See above
discussion of Atka mackerel for the
definition of the HLA.) This provision
reduces potential competition for prey
posed by concurrent trawl fisheries in
critical habitat. It also allows for easier
management by NMFS of the Atka
mackerel fishery during the short time
period that HLA is open to directed
fishing for Atka mackerel vessels.
Vessels fishing in the HLA during the
Atka mackerel directed fishing opening

will be managed for Atka mackerel only,
instead of managing directed fisheries
for Atka mackerel and Pacific cod.

Closed Areas and Management
Measures

The Steller sea lion protection
measures include fishery closure areas
designed to reduce competition with
Steller sea lions, consistent with the
concerns described in the 2001 BiOp.
Scientific information suggests that the
effects of the groundfish fisheries on
Steller sea lions may be greatest around
rookeries and haulouts. Fishing
prohibitions around rookeries and
haulouts is important to the most
vulnerable Steller sea lions, lactating
females, young-of-the-year, and
juveniles.

Since publication of critical habitat
definitions in 50 CFR 226.202, NMFS
has identified 19 additional haulouts in
the BSAI and the GOA as areas to be
protected from fishery effects similarly
to critical habitat. The Council
recommended and NMFS agreed that
the 19 additional haulouts should be
treated in this manner to provide
protection to Steller sea lions occurring
in areas with the same features as areas
listed as critical habitat. The majority of
these sites had fishing prohibitions
consistent with those for critical habitat
closures sites in 2001. Cape Ivakin and
Rat Island in the Aleutian Islands are
two haulouts that are not listed as
critical habitat and were not protected
from fishing activities in 2001 in the
same manner as critical habitat in the
Aleutian Islands. More information and
justification for including these
haulouts is contained in the 2001 BiOp.

At its November 2001 meeting, the
Alaska Board of Fish (BOF) accepted
Steller sea lion protection measures for
the State parallel fishery similar to
Federal protection measures, with two
exceptions. State parallel fisheries are
open during the same time period as
Federal directed fisheries in the EEZ.
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